Going on a trip?  Whether it is for the day or the summer, there are things to do read before and during the trip.  Gather books, articles, brochures and pamphlets about your destination.  Read and discuss them with your child.  When you arrive, recall what you read and connect it to where you are.  Look for bookstores that carry a book about where you visited.  It’s a wonderful and lasting memoir.

An adventure awaits!

Reading is a magical journey.  If you are planning to spend your summer at home, there are still adventures to be had.  Look for books on places that you or your child would like to visit in the future.  Do you have a relative that lives in another state or country?  Search for books on that area and culture.  The internet can be a great resource as well.  Planning an excursion to Fenway?  There are wonderful alphabet and picture books about this historical park.  

Extend the Adventure

Reading and writing go hand in hand.  Encourage your child to write about his or her reading adventures.  Here are some ideas to help you:

· Keep a journal or diary of where you travel.  Encourage your child to write about what they did or learned.  Ask them to draw a picture or use photographs from your trip to illustrate the journal.

· Keep pencils, markers, erasers, and crayons in a box to help organize tools and make them easily accessible on trips.

· White and lined paper are blank slates for your child’s imagination.  Children love to embellish their writing with creative borders.

· Send postcards and thank you notes

· Encourage your child to sound out words that he or she does not know how to spell.

Other everyday reading ideas:

Cooking and baking are wonderful ways to connect reading and writing to everyday activities.  Reading recipes and writing grocery lists are practical applications for reading and writing, and they take just a few minutes!

Reading directions for a trip or activity

Reading the newspaper and comics with your child

Choral read

Take turns reading a page or paragraph

Reread books

Model reading and writing

Act out stories as plays or skits

Enjoy! ( 
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How to Select a Book

Summer is a great time to let your children read different books and to promote literacy in the home.  Here are some guidelines to help you:

1. Seek out books and reading materials that reflect your child’s interests and activities, such as baseball, animals, and swimming.  You may also want to select books that are in a series, such as Henry and Mudge.  Another great idea is to find different genres, such as fantasy or poetry, or authors.

2. Do the “Five Finger Test” with your child:  Open to any page in a book or magazine.  As your  child reads it aloud, put up one finger for every word that is too difficult.  If you have 5 fingers up at the end of the page, this book is too difficult.  Try another book that is just right for your child.

3. Magazines are a great way to find something for everyone!  There are many different special-interest magazines available for children.  Articles differ in length, genre, and level, which are all great for keeping your child’s attention and interest while reading.

4. Make regular trips to the library or browse your local bookstore.  Librarians are a great resource!

What questions should I ask?

Reading with your child is a valuable time together.  It allows you to connect and talk with your child.  Find time to read together.  Take time to discuss what you are reading.  Here are some guiding questions to ask while reading fiction:

· Make predictions as you read.  Stop to check if your predictions were correct, or if you have modified your prediction based on what you know.

· Does this remind you of anything?

· Who are the characters?

· What is the setting?

· What is the problem?  What did the character(s) do to try to solve the problem?  How was the problem solved?  What would you do in that situation?

· What happened in the beginning? What happened in the middle? What happened at the end?

· Did you like the story?  Why or Why not?  Would you recommend this story to a friend?  Why or why not?

· Did you like the story?  Why?

· If you could change the title of the book or a chapter, what would you change it to?  Why?

· When reading longer books, stop frequently to ask your child what is happening and clear up any misconceptions.

The following are features of non-fiction texts, like biographies and information readings, that support reading.

Non-Fiction Supports

Children love to learn about new things and build on the knowledge that they have.  Reading to learn is very exciting.  Use these features of non-fiction texts to support your child’s understanding of the story:

· Pictures, captions, labels, charts and graphs

· Titles and subtitles

· Table of contents

· Glossary of terms

· What do you already know about this topic?

· Browse the book for language your child may not be familiar with and introduce it before reading
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